URBAN DIRT  December 2007

lJ Sat Dec 1 "Citrus Tasting and Class" by Dr. Bob Randall, 9:30-12:30 p.m., Urban Harvest,
2311 Canal St.; 713-880-5540; www.urbanharvest.org ; $30 ($10 members).

UrbanHarvest

Monday Dec 4: "How to Start a Community or School Garden - Class 3: Implementation" by Gary
Edmondson, 4:00-6:30 p.m., free class.

Monday Dec 10: "How to Start a Community or School Garden" by Gary Edmondson , 4:15-6:45 p.m.,

Wednesday Dec 12: "How to Start a Community or School Garden - Class 2: Design" by Gary

Edmondson, 4:15-6:15 p.m., /
)
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The Second Tuesday of each month the Harris County Precinct 2 Master Gardeners hold a free
evening educational program for the public, called the Green Thumb Series.

December 11 “Trees” Dr. Carol Brouwer, PhD 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Southeast Church of Christ 2400 W Bay Area Blvd , Friendswood, TX 77546
For more information visit our website at: http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu or call (281) 991-8437

Sat., December 1 and Sun., December 2, Chrysanthemum Show. 1 p.m.to 4 p.m. Wed.,
December 12 Lunch Bunch: “ Butterfly Gardening”. ,noon to 2 p.m Call for reservations.
February 21 through March 1, 2008 Botanical Arts Travel Program. Call Mercer for details.

> Coming in January

The Harris County Precinct 2 Master Gardeners Workshop: Rainwater Harvesting for the
Home Landscape: Build a Rain Barrel. Saturday, January 12, 2008 at the Southeast
Church of Christ, 2400 W Bay Area Blvd, Friendswood, TX 77546 from 9am-2 pm.
Class is size limited, be sure to register early. Registration deadline Dec. 29, 2007 or until class is full,
fee $65.00. For more information visit our website at: http://hcmgap?2.tamu.edu or call (281) 991-8437

Saturday, December 1 “Orc hids for Christmas” - 11 am.
Presented Dr. Rainer Fink, Orchid
Specialist “Orchids for Christmas”
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Drecinct 2 Treasures

The Precinct 2 offices are getting a bit of a facelift. The county is replacing the carpet in the
offices with tile, so every bit of the office was packed up and moved out — the computers, phones, desks,
files and the library. The Office Committee is using the opportunity to reorganize and improve our furniture
arrangement and filing system. This is quite a task, and | am sure they will be glad when it has been com-
pleted.

The electricity and gas lines are complete in the new greenhouse. All that remains is the irrigation
and fertigation system which we will tackle right after the holiday in preparation for Team Tomato. Tom
Solomon and | were fortunate to be able to attend the Greenhouse Management Specialist Training in
Fort Worth. The course schedule was perfect timing for us. We actually delayed a few planned tasks in
the hope that we would learn new and improved information in the course. The information we received
actually saved us some time and money.

The new Compost Committee is doing a wonderful job. We have not had a compost program for
several years, and it is wonderful to see them so dedicated to its success. They recently moved the worm
compost operation up to a larger bin; they have built the first set of compost bins for our garden waste and
they are securing materials for the next bin. They are busy planning ways to collect more material. | don’t
think a coffee house or bag of leaves on a curb in a 20 mile radius is safe!

Linda Garren McKillip returned from a family vacation with some photos and notes about a really
well-done public Compost Demonstration area. The committee will use this for ideas for our own garden
demo area and inspiration for a future public demonstration project.

The Fall Veggie Garden is looking good. Cabbage, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, greens, lettuce, and
onions are all happily growing. Strawberries are going in and beds are being prepared for more onions
and the second rotation of fall and winter veggies. Garden helpers have waned a bit lately, but the efforts
of Gloria, Guy, Marvin have kept things going. Thank-you all.

The Steering Committee has been at work planning the end-of-the-year activities and working on
the calendar for next year. Publicity and program outlines for the first two sessions of the Spring Horticul-
tural Workshop Series have been completed, and the final details are in progress. We really look for-
ward to this intermediate level education series. It's great CE for Master Gardeners and it is well received
by the public as well.

Several Precinct 2 MG’s have volunteered to serve as JMG program leaders at Robinson Elemen-
tary School in Seabrook. The program already has the support of the Nassau Bay Garden Club which
wants to sponsor the project as an after-school program. A lot of work has already been done, including
securing funding and building raised beds. Space has been set aside behind the school for a habitat gar-
den and in front of the school for wildflowers.

Linda Garren McKillip is coordinating the new program leader group until it is firmly established.
Kaye Corey and Patty Zohlen, who have managed successful IMG programs for several years, have
offered to serve as mentors to the new program leaders. Their experience will be invaluable and we ex-
pect that this new JMG program will be top-notch from the start.

See you in the garden!
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... From David's Desk

The o'pen house in October, had about 250 people show up to see what we have at the center.
The new class has just graduated and we have several interns that are very active in the gardens and
other projects.

The board has discussed the possibility of opening up a “store” with hard to find items and some
items divided into smaller quantities (like fertilizer—who needs 50 Ibs. for two plants?). What we would
like, is to have the MGs give some feedback as to what they think about the idea and what they would
like to see stocked. Contact me at dwparish@ag.tamu.edu or 281-855-5635.

Since I've been in this position, you, the volunteers, have really made it a pleasant experience. |
would like to thank you for it. | would also like to thank those who come out on a regular basis (whether it
is to Bear Creek, Genoa Gardens, Mercer, or to some of the other activities). Another nice aspect of my
job is how we are getting more communication with P2 since | started. As we are all one organization, |
encourage all of you to let me know what you may need me to do to help you.

#x#« HCMG Winter Field Trip *®%=%

Our Program Committee organized a Master Gardener Field trip for thirty nine Master Gardeners
and their friends, to visit Ellison’s Greenhouse in Brenham and Martha’'s Bloomers in Navasota. Elli-
son’s Greenhouse owner, P. J. Ellison, gave an informative history of the business while our tour guide
finished leading another group through the range of greenhouses. The greenhouses are designated by
the letters A through F. Poinsettias, African violets, ferns and assorted herbs
were in various stages of growth. One highlight of the tour was the “Texas-
Sized Poinsettias”™ which were individually loaded onto a pallet for shipping to
the Galleria Mall. These poinsettias are actually 25 individual plants in one very
large pot which are grown to a little over six feet in height. Ellison’s offers many
plants and giftware for sale and many gardeners took advantage of an opportu-
nity to shop. —

~ 7 Following luncheon in the Tea Room at Martha’s
= Bloomers, Gay Houston gave an informative talk
& and demonstration on “Fun things to grow in Containers for Winter.” As the
{ holidays are rapidly approaching, her focus included several options for gifts.
| The containers she used were made of a variety of materials and colors: large
B baskets with waterproof liner paper, clay terracotta pots, ceramic pots in ox-
blood, chartreuse, pale blue and yellow, and FibreCrete planters in grey or
., terracotta. In addition, the pots were in a wide variety of heights and shapes,
from a large saucer shape, to a box like planter as well as the more traditional
pot shapes. Her plant material ideas ranged from ornamentals to herbs.

Gay'’s first few suggestions included ideas for porches using containers to add color in low light
situations. She showed the group a Blue Vase Juniper in one container and an upright hawthorne with
cyclamen below and around the edges. Cyclamen are typically available in red, white, fuchsia and various
pinks, and they should continue to bloom throughout the winter. Gay also recommended fig ivy or Creep-
ing Jenny (with chartreuse foliage) in four inch pots to be used as filler around the base of the larger
plants. Both will trail or cascade down the sides of the containers and give them a finished look.

A brightly colored gift might be Diablo Salvia in a red pot. The recipient could either leave it in the
pot or plant it in the garden. Gay had a young Little Bay Tree (with a mature size of over fifteen
8 feet tall) in a planter with long fiber sphagnum moss covering the surface of the soil. (Cont. P. 9)
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Garden G|ﬂ3

By Kenneth Gorman

Here it is December and our peach trees are in full bloom and we have apples on the
apple trees. No leaves on them, but blooms and fruit. These are well watered and mulched trees that
have not been stressed in any way. So what is causing them to bloom this time of year? The ornamental
fruit trees in my neighborhood are blooming also. Bill Adams suggested we pick off any fruit that forms so
we will do that.

All our workers say the garden looks the best they have ever seen it. | think they have short
memories because of the low yield we had last fall and the spring/summer season g e

this year. We didn't add any compost or fertilizer on the recommendation of
TAMU, but won't ever do that again. At present we are taking over green beans, &
lettuce, collards and turnip greens and will begin cutting cabbage soon.

once a quarter.

Merry Christmas to all of you that are Christians, Happy Holidays to those >
that worship God with other religions and Good Luck to all the rest. :

HCMG Winter Field Trip Con't

She displayed a red Geranium as another gift in a red pot or with red foil wrap. For another color show,
choose artichoke (blue-grey foliage), in a blue ceramic pot.

Purple and yellow are popular color combinations. Gay used Pansies or Primroses around an or-
namental cabbage or Red Bor Kale in a yellow pot. Red Bor Kale does not set a head but keeps the pur-
ple foliage for an elegant display. Purple mustard is another nice companion with kale or cabbage. Alys-
sum is a nice addition to containers as it will cascade down the sides in addition to its fragrance and a va-
riety of colors. Gay suggested cyclamen or snapdragons with Creeping Jenny for combination groupings
which would hold up well in cold weather. Lobelia is another great freeze-hardy winter plant but it is not as
tough as pansies.

Gay demonstrated how several four inch pots of assorted herbs can fill a large saucer for a fra-
grant gift. She lined the saucer moistened sphagnum moss, followed by several four inch pots of herbs.
Gay suggested marjoram, salad burnet (bright green color), thyme, golden sage, parsleys, and chives.
Because they have differing water requirements, the moss will facilitate their survival in spite of their var-
ied needs.

A basket could be used as a great container when lined with waterproof paper. Fill the basket with
Senecio or Sedums, which have a very low water reqwrement then plant in the garden after the holidays.




NOVEMBER HOURS ARE DUE NOW !

: Texas cf‘ifﬁ'gf“[- W]Sl ON Harris County Master Gardener

T s AP VR iy Activity Report Form

Name

Phone Number Email Address

Texas Cooperative Extension collects information on the number of hours volunteers spend working in the community and the number of people
they come in contact with while volunteering. The hours are also used to determine if you have met your Master Gardener recertification requirements
and for awards purposes. Please take the time to report your work monthly. Complete this form and return it to David Parish by dropping it off in his
inbox, faxing it to (281) 855-5638 or mailing it to 3033 Bear Creek Dr, Houston, TX 77084. If you prefer to email the information, simply send an email

including the following information to dwparish@ag.tamu.edu .

This form is available online and can be filled out electronically at http://hcmga.tamu.edu/HCMGA/urban.htm.

Volunteer Service Hours

Date Facility or Garden Name # Contacts* Hours**
*Number of people you educated during volunteer activity Total
**Time spent volunteering. Hours

Volunteer Continuing Education Hours

Date Lecture Topic or Event Title Speaker Sponsor* Hours

*Entity that put on the lecture, seminar or event such as Texas Cooperative Extension, Mercer Arboretum,
Urban Harvest, etc.

10

Total Hours
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