




















HERBSIDE
By Nel Barner

For once, things around here have settled down to a dull roar no flpods, no snakes, no insect infestations
(yet). Just herbs And they've been up to some pretty sneaky stuff, lemme tell you!

The pepperwéed and epazote plants in the Tex-Mex bed have been busy procreating. We will be yanking
= up their descendants from now on (if you would like any for your garden, simply show up on Tuesday
mornings, and we will be glad to give you some). : ,

There are a few goings on that just might be worth?/ of the X-Files. In the lavender bed we had recently
planted a new front row of thymes, replacing the old ones strangled by last summer's Malabar spinach, but
the dryness and heat in early March did them in. Dave Mason was faced with quite a dilemma: 1) add
another line of soaker hose with emitters and risk giving the lavenders wet feet or 2) don't do anything but
““increase the watering time, and aim give the lavenders wet feet, or 3) have us spend a fortune buying new
-~ thymes every week while the lavenders remained high and dry ( I'd call this option Thyme and Thyme
- -Again). After some discussion, Dave added the new line, hoping the water would flow downhill toward
the thymes and away from the lavenders. : Co

" Now all we had to do was buy more of the same thymes as before (Th{me and Again) so Jo Huskey
wouldn't have to make all new signs ("Signs of the Thymes"). After all the trouble she had gone to make
this batch, I hated to even look at those poor crispy critters along the front of the lavenders. Instead I
. chose to gaze longingly at all the upcoming lavender. spikes, with visions of sachets and lavender wands
_swirling around in my head. It wasn't til | was on my way down from the top tier of the garden that |
looked below and saw that the little brown clumps were now green. Resurrection city!

In Charlie Reass's bed there's an unusual cilantro that's raising a few eyebrows. - Last fall we had noticed
this single seedling starting to grow, all by its lonesome. Good, a freebie, 1 thought. Perhaps it was
actually sown by aliens, because instead of turning into a leggy, delicate plant, it is now a "cylindrical
pilalntrlcz" covered with blooms. All this clump needs now is a pair of sunglasses to complete the "Cousin
it" look.

Yup, our herbs seem to have minds of their own. We saw so many Johnny Jump-Ups, nigellas and
calendulas in Charlie's bed, we finally left them there, wondering if they were trying to tell us something -
that they too had medicinal uses. Well, on TV today, I heard that dried calendula petals infused in olive
oil made a great skin salve and diaper rash remedy. Okay, okay, those plants are smaller than we are! At
any rate, our uninvited guests have at least one acknowledged medical quality just seeing them in bloom
dispels depression instantly.

AZTEC SWEET HERB/ YERBE DULCE/ CIMARRON (Lippia dulcis)

This creeping edger lines the front.of the Tex-Mex bed not only to get full sun and to weep over the walls
. a bit, but Ythmk at Compton and Frances Graves really put it out there for us Master Gardeners to chew
on a leaf or two while we worked nearby. Yes, the leaves are incredibly sweet, as the early Mexicans
discovered, and used for an expectorant. But today's research warns us of the womanly gender not to get
go? ca_rl‘l_‘ied away. Consuming a great many leaves not only harms the plant, but also causes female

" nfertility. - ‘ o . ; : Sow :

See you in the Herb Garden!




NEWS FROM
THE SPEAKER’S
BUREAU

by Karen Breneman

With regret I've had
to accept Anne
Brown’s resignation
from the Speakers
Bureau.

Somehow I just
couldn't convince her
that she could still
schedule speakers
from Tyler. She has
been a wonderful person to work with as 1m sure
you will all agree. We will all miss you Anne,

but do wish you the best. Be sure to let us know
how the Master Gardenerls in Tyler do things.

The position is now open for someone to assist me
in scheduling speakers. You do not have to be a
speaker to do this, although if you wish to speak,
that is definitely acceptable. If you are interested
I'd be glad to tell you more of what is expected. It
is really an easy job, all you have to do is make
phone calls. Please call me or leave a message in
the Speaker's Bureau box in the phone room. I
look forward to talking to you soon.

The requests for talks is slowly increasing. As
soon he co-coordinator position is filled we will
schedule an orientation session. Watch your news
letter for more details. Remember to fill out the
green cards and send in your hours spent
preparing and giving presentations. The awards
banquet is coming up and I'd like to see some of
the speaker's getting credit for e great job that is
being done. :

Thank you Anne for all your help. I'll miss you.
by Karen Breneman

1999 ANNUAL AWARDS
RECOGNITION DINNER
SAT., MAY 8,1999 — 5:30 TO 8:00 P.M.

Don’t forget - I know you’ve already returned
your RSVPS. We’ll have a cool Awards and
Recognition Dinner this year, especially because it
will be indoors in the auditorium.

Awards, recognition, special thanks, good food,
great companionship! All the ingredients for a

super party.
See you there!

__Nancy Kuykendall

DEAR MASTER GARDENERS...

I want to take this time to say goodbye. On April
17" I will be moving to my new home in Tyler,
Texas. )

Through my participation in the flower
gardens, greenhouse,
speaker’s group and classes, I
have had a wonderful
opportunity to know and
= become friends with so many
of you. I couldn’t just go
away and not say goodbye.
My extra thanks goes to all of
you who encouraged me to grow in knowledge and
responsibility. Saying that I'll miss you is so
inadequate, it doesn’t even begin to state my
feelings. My hope is that the Harris County
Master Gardeners will continue to grow and
prosper and that I will have opportunities to visit
with you from time to time.

Keep your Thumbs green,
Anne Brown
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Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens
22306 Aldine-Westfield Rd.
Humble, Texas 77338
281-443-8731
MAY 1999

MASTER GARDENER CLASS: LAWNCARE, PESTICIDE SAFETY & WEED CONTROL
Thursday, May 6, 8:45 a.m to 3 p.m. Instructors: Tom LeRoy and Mike Shively CLASS FULL. Call Mercer
Arboretum and Botanic Gardens at (281) 443-8731 for information about future classes.

SUMMER ECOLOGY CAMP REGISTRATION: MERCER-MARS MISSION

Friday, May 7, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Harris County residents only. Saturday, May 8, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. open registration.
Children grades K-6 travel aboard a space shuttle simulator to Mars to set up a colony and conduct plant life support
system experiments in cooperation with NASA. Sessions last one week, with daily classes running from 9 a.m. to
noon. There is a $55 class fee, with a $20 non-refundable deposit due at time of registration. Scholarships are
available as are reduced rates for more than one child. Registration taken on a first-come, first-served basis and
continues until classes are full.

Camp Dates:

Grades K1: June 7-11 or July 5-9

Grades 2-3: June 14-18 or July 12-16

Grades 4-6: June 21-25 or July 19-23

*Grade levels refer to current grade placement Call Mercer Arboretum (281) 443-8731 for more information.

MASTER GARDENER MORNING: PERENNIAL FAVORITES

Saturday, May 8, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Assist Mercer staff and learn how to prepare perennials for summer. Bring a sack
lunch! Four hours of field work credit given. Completion of Master Gardener training is not required to participate.
Call Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens at (281) 443-8731 for more information.

DAYLILY PROGRAM AND TOUR

Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m. to noon. Learn about the daylily's history, horticultural variety, and how to choose the
perfect variety for your landscape. Tour the extensive daylily collection at Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens.
Call (281) 443-8731 for more information.

LUNCH BUNCH: WATER GARDENING
Wednesday, May 19, noon to 1 p.m.. Water gardening experts, "The Pond People," will demonstrate how to create a
water garden. Bring a sack lunch! Call Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens at (281) 443-8731 for information. .

MASTER GARDENER CLASS: BERRIES, UNUSUAL FRUIT AND FRUIT TREES

Thursday, May 20, 8:45 a..m. to 3 p.m. Instructors: Bill Adams and Tom LeRoy. This class will be held at the
Texas Agricultural Extension Service In Bear Creek Park. CLASS FULL. Call Mercer Arboretum and Botanic
Gardens at (281) 443-8731 for information about future classes.

FERNS AND SPECIALTY BEGONIAS

Saturday, May 22, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Jazz up your shade garden with exotic tropical-looking ferns and patterned
begonias in silvers, blues, greens, and reds. This special group of begonias are categorized as rhizomatous
(groundcovers) or canes (3' specimens). When mixed with tropical and hardy ferns, they create a lush Gulf Coast
garden. Call Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens at (281) 443-8731 for more information.

(Continued on Page 6)
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PROGRAM AND TOUR NOTES

By Frances Robeson

Gardening during this past summer's heat was almost unpleasant enough for me to look for a new hobby, one that
could be enjoyed indoors, but Scott Ogden in his latest book, The Moonlit Garden has shown that there is a new
world of gardening to explore. We may plan and design a garden for night viewing and enjoyment. Sure it can be
muggy in our climate even after the sun goes down, but it will not be the blast furnace we feel in mid afternoon.
Since evening has always been my favorite time in the garden I was delighted to have a book devoted to the creation
of a garden made primarily for moonlit enjoyment. :

The Moonlit Garden begins with the garden in winter planted with fragrant shrubs: wintersweet, winter
honeysuckle, sweet olive, and mahonias, and sweet scented bulbs: Narcissus jonquilla, and tazetta, the old fashioned
French Roman hyacinth, and the pale blue Algerian iris (Iris unguicularis). Has anyone grown this? It is described
as "a pale shade of blue whose beauty shows even under the dim light of winter moons." I have to try it if I can find
it. The book goes on to talk of camellias reflecting the moon, sweet violets, early sweet peas, evergreen clematis,
viburnum, old tea roses such as Mrs. Dudley Cross, soft yellow jasmines, and pale quinces.

Many suggestions are made for spring and summer, and especially for fragrance so inextricably a part of the night
garden: magnolia, mock orange, Nicotiana, Datura, four o'clock, jasmine, and evening primrose (Oenothera). The
hawk moth is mentioned many times as a desirable visitor bringing life and motion to the garden as it visits each
bloom.

Night gardens are described for the forest, for the prairie, for the desert; all a joy to read about though we cannot
have all of them. But who knows where we may be gardening in the future? Maybe in a place very different.
Anyway, it is fun to think about making other kinds of gardens. There is advice for water gardens and rock gardens,
and for placement of rocks and paths all better to reflect the light of the moon. And we are cautioned against the
temptation of using artificial light to remove us from truly experiencing the beauty of the garden at night.

Scoff Ogden will be here for our May 18 meeting to talk about The Moonlit Garden, to answer our questions, and to
autograph his book. Scoff is also the author of Garden Bulbs for the South, and Gardening Success with Difficult
Soils, which we will also have for sale.

Many of the most splendid of the night scented or night bloomers are tropical. We will hear how to best grow these
beauties at our June 15 meeting when Bob Riffle, author of The Tropical Look will be our speaker. Mr Riffle lives
in Houston, and his book is said to "tempt adventurous gardeners to stretch the zone using all the tricks in the
gardening arsenal to protect tender plants and keep them growing in marginally suitable climates”. Maybe 1 will g
the jacaranda tree whose seed I just planted to grow and bloom. That is if it comes up. The book will be available
for your convenient purchase at the meeting.

OUR NEXT TOUR: Nacogdoches on Saturday, May 22 to Stephen F. Austin University Arboretum for "Garden
Gala Day," an all day plant sale featuring new, uncommon, and Texas-tough container grown herbaceous and woody
plants, a silent auction of rare plants, some surprise entertainment, refreshments, educational booths, and lectures in

" the garden. o

We will meet at the Extension Center at 6:30 a.m. It is a long way to Nacogdoches. We must leave early. There
will be snacks and drinks (water, juice, and soft drinks) on the bus. Bring a sack lunch. We will provide drinks at
lunch and ice chests to put the lunches in. We will return to the Extension Center by 7 p.m.

NEWS FROM THE FLOWER GARDENS: The small bulbs in the bulb bed were especially nice. Blue star flower
(ipheion), "Wisley Blue" was a beauty growing over the edge of the raised bed with its dark green foliage that
smelled of garlic. Sparaxis, one of my favorites since I bought ten bulbs at the Bulb Mart several years ago, is a
strange and dainty little plant.

(Continued on page 7)




HOUSTON ARBORETUM AND NATURE CENTER
4501 Woodway Drive, Houston
For Information on These or Other Events: Call 713 681-8433

May 1999

* Harris County Master Gardener Interns are now available to the public to answer plant and gardening questions
every Saturday and Sunday in the Houston Arboretum & Nature Center Library from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Saturday, May 1
& Sun,. May 2.
2:00 & 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, May, 2
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, May, 4
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 8
& Sun., May 9.
2:00 & 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 8

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Ages 5- 12 years

May 9
1:00-3:00 pm.

Guided Nature Tours
Free volunteer-led nature tours; get acquainted with the
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center. FREE!

Urban Nature Series - “Butterflies and Host Plants”
‘Presented by: Carlos Herandez and Farrar Stockton -

Outdoor Nature Club. Slide show, talk, and walk about local butterflies and

those Carlos has recorded on his trip to other countries. Learn what plants are needed
to make your yard or patio attractive to butterflies. FREE!

Naturalist Certification Program
"Reading the Wind - Basic Meteorology"

Instructor: Frank Billingsley

An investigation of intricacies of weather and climatic cycles as a context-in which all
ecological processes must operate; the dynamics underlying the daily manifestation of
sun and rain, seasons and change. (One in a series of courses presented in partnership
by the Houston Arboretum and Nature Center and the University

of Houston Division of Distance and Continuing Education. Each course in the series
Is open without qualification to all interested adults Contact the Division of
Continuing Education, U of H, for information call (713) 743-1060. (2 contract hours)

Guided Nature Tours
For description - see first paragraph.

Naturalist Explorers Class

"Cities Beneath Our Feet"

Fairy tale Castles bustling armies squadrons of winged kings and queens. These are
features of the wonderful world of ants and it's all to be found beneath our feet. Which
of our local ants have an acid spraying defense? Which ones are really foreign
invaders? We'll find out in this Explorer class. (Naturalist Explorer Classes offered one
Saturday each month expose children 5 - 12 yr. of age to nature & topics through games
crafts and outdoor walks.) Cost is $9.00 members; $12 non-members. Registration and
pre-payment required. Call 713-681-8433.

Urban Nature Series - "'Kitchen Herbs"

Presented by: Carolyn Hall, Harris County Master Gardener — Create a culinary
masterpiece using herbs to add a wonderful flavor to your favorite dishes. Learn how
easy it is to grow herbs and which also add pleasant aromas to your home. FREE!

(Continued on p. 13)




Sunday, May 16
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Sat., May 15
& Sun., May 16
2:00 & 3 :00 p.m.

Tuesday, May 16
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Friday, May 21
Saturday, May 22
10:00-11:30 a.m.
Ages 3-5 years

Sat., May 22,
Sun., May 23,
Sat., May 29,
Sun., May 30.

Sunday, May 23
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Monday, May 24

Ages 3-5 years
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, May 30
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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Urban Nature Series

"Men's Garden Club SHOW and SALE" — Presented by: Les Parker and TonyCollins - Men's
Garden Club. Spend your weekend with us and learn the Do's and Don'ts for growing
beautiful plants. Join the experts in exploring the reproducing of plants by seeds &cuttings
and other methods. Get all of your questions on plant propagation answered by the experts.

Guided Nature Tours

See p. 12 for Description

Naturalist Certification Program '"Water Ecology"

Instructor: Helen Drummond

An examination of the water cycle and the dependence of all life upon it; the diversity of life
in the oceans and the freshwater environments of local ponds, lakes and bayous.

(One in a series of courses presented in partnership by the Houston Arboretum & Nature
Center and the U.of H. Div. of Distance and Continuing Edu. Each course in the series is
open without qualification to all interested adults.) Fee: $25 members; $30 non-members.
Contact the Div. of Continuing Ed.,U of H, for information at (713) 743-1060, (2 con. hrs.).

Tadpole Troopers - "Bugs, Bugs, Everywhere"

Summer brings bugs of every description. Big ones, little ones, they are fun to watch.
How do you think they learn to walk on their six legs? Fee: $6 non-members. $4 members.
Pre-payment required. Call 713-681-8433.

Guided Nature Tours
See p. 12 for Description. All times for these programs are 2:00 p.m. and again at 3:00 p.m.

Urban Nature Series - "Bromeliads!!! Plants That Grow On Air SHOW & SALE"
Presented by: Houston Bromeliad Society - Join the Houston Bromeliad Society Members
and get questions answered about these wonderful plants that thrive inside, outside and
with or without soil. FREE!

Tadpole Troopers -- “Bugs, Bugs, Everywhere”

Summer brings bugs of every description. Big ones, little ones, they are fun to watch.
How do you think they learn to walk on their six legs? Fee: $6 non-members. $4 members.
Pre-payment required. Call 713-681-8433.

Urban Nature Series — “Living on the Edge in Houston”

Presented by: Ralph Taylor of Harris Co. Environmental Services Dept.

Learn about the various geological, biological, and other environmental threats facing the
Houston area. Topics will include faulting and subsidence, rising sea levels, flooding, and
the threatened species and habitats in the area. Free!




