












































































































































ORGANIC FIRE ANT CONTROL
by Kevin Topek

Over the past month
I have been weeding
the Agricultural
Extension Orchard.
This has bought me
into close personal
contact with many
individuals of our
local Fire Ant
community, Hymenoptera: Formicidae. They
are thriving in the dry soil and bark mulch and
have plenty or forage in the form of weed
seeds.

After sustaining more than 200 bites over the
last month I have decided to take some action
that involves eliminating my less than welcome
neighbors. Tom LeRoy suggested that I try
Organic Plus Fire Ant Killer. The active

ingredients include 90 % Diatomaceous Earth,

'0.2% Pyrethrins and 1.1% Piperonyi~
Butoxide. The insecticide is a white powder
and it has a tendency to blow in the wind.
The powder does cover the ant mound
thoroughly and appears to have a successful
rate of kill.

After soliciting advice from Mark Bowen of
GardenVille, I also decided to try PT 370
Ascend produced by Whitmire Labs.
Unfortunately it is not approved for cropland.

_ The carrier is corn grits with 30 % soybean oil
to prevent dust formation and to attract
foraging ants. The active ingredient is 0.01%
Abamectin, which is from the Avermectin
family that also includes the worm toxin
Ivermectin. All are fermentation byproducts
of the soil actinomycete Streptomyces.
Abamectin will kill worker ants when ingested
and also sterilizes the colony’s queen. There
are technical articles published in the Journal
of Medical Entomology written by C. S.
Lofgren and D. F. Williams concerning the
inhibition of reproduction by fire ant queens

-the soil actinomycetes and fungi. Good luck

under the influence of avermectins.

The insecticide is easy to apply, large enough
to see the coverage and does not blow in the
wind. It appears to work well, but it is too
early to draw conclusions.

PT 370 Ascend is advantageous because of a
low toxicity, with an oral LD50 in rats of
greater that 5000 mg/kg.

The most effective and least toxic fire ant
control I have found to date is boiling water.
A couple of quarts per mound is sufficient to
steam the tunnels and kill the majority of the
colony. The effect is immediate, but it is
difficult to practice on a large scale. Boiling
water does damage surrounding vegetation, but
is not toxic to humans, animals or insects.

I have also noticed that a soil rich in humus
and other organic material is less likely to
attract large numbers of fire ants. This may
be due to small amounts of toxins exuded by

choosing a fire ant insecticide, but maybe give
one based on avermectin a try. -

TN
FLORAL TEST GARDEN
by "Buzz" Busby

As you might have heard, our Floral Test
Garden, located in the southwest corner of the

- Texas Agricultural Extension Service property,

has been designated as an official All American
Selection Display Garden by the AAS Committee
in Chicago, Illinois.

We are working on improvements to our garden '
this fall and WE NEED YOUR HELP. Please
give me, "Buzz" Busby, a call at 370-6521 and

learn how you can help. .




At this time of year our gardening chores seem to
be winding down a bit. Why not retreat indoors to
the kitchen and prepare ahead for the holidays?
You have ample time to make some glorious
liqueurs for your own family or for ideal gifts.

Ligueurs are easily made with your favorite fruit,
nuts or herbs aged in a mild liqueur. The basic
sters gre sieep, strain, and filter. After aging
liquenrs in u cool dark place for about a month,
strain off the special flavoring ingredients.

The liquid is first strained through a kitchen
strainer and then through cheesecloth. Be sure to
extract as much juice as possible from the strained
ingredieats in order to get all the flavor.

The final step is to be as creative as you like with
vous packaging. Recycle nicely shaped bottles,
make your own labels and place in & decorative
seasonal basket.

I like the following trio in 8 oz, juice bottles,
adding & little food coloring to get the red and
green sampler pack.

CRANBERRY LIQUEUR:

{vield 1z one pint)

1 1o fresh cranberries

118 cup Vodka

178 cop sugar syrup

2 caps sugar dissclved in one cup water)
1/7 ceange wedge peel

few drops red food coloring

Mote: Cranberries occasionally are bitter and need
more sugar syrup added after steeping a few weeks,
so sweelen (o taste.

CREME DE MENTHE:

1 cup packed fresh mint leaves

3 cups vodka

2 cups sugar syrup

1 T glycerine (optional thickener)
Few drops green food coloring.

VANILLA CORDIAL (yield 7 cups)

3 cups water

2 cups packed dark brown sugar

1 cup sugar

1 vanilla bean split lengthwise or 1/4 - 1/2 cup real
vanilla extract

1 quart light rem

Combine water, sugars and vanilila bean (if used) in
a sauce pan. Bring to a boil and simmer for 5
minutes. Remove from heat, cool add rum and
vanilla extract if used.

These are just a few tlavors to start you
experimenting. iry using your concoctions over ice
cream, to flavor bread pudding, in fruit compote,
or to make a fancy after dinner coffee.

Additional tips: One cup sugar syrup plus three
cups 80 proof liqueur equais 60 proof liqueur.
Most recipes should be used by 6-8 months post
maturity date. Keep a "recipe journal” so you can
continue to perfect your own recipes. Good luck!
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DRIED FLOWERS ADD COLOR TO HOMES DURING WINTER
by Ted Fisher, Travis County Horticulturist

One of the nice things about summer is the vast
array of colorful flowers that adorn our
landscapes. These same colorful flowers that
decorate our gardens can also be used to
brighten the inside of our homes all year. How?
By making permanent dried arrangements.

Drying flowers is an old practice. For hundreds
of years gardeners have preserved flowers by
drying. The so-called everlasting types - like
strawflower - have been among the most
popuiar, but grandmother and greai-grandniother
doubtless tried her hand at drying many other
garden flowers as well.

Today, dried flowers have become increasingly
popular for interior decoration. A dried or
permanent arrangement can be a year-round
bright spot in any home, and drying flowers can
be both easy and fun.

There are many summer flowering annuals
which are excellent for drying. Marigoid,
salvia, cosmos, zinnia, coreopsis and gloricsa
daisy are among the most popuiar, though
ageratum, dahlia, calendula, chrysanthemum,
dianthus, aster and daisies alsc make fine dried
specimens.

Drying flowers is such a rewarding experience
because it is easy to do, the flowers usually dry
remarkably well, and they last for many years.
Flowers can be preserved jn severa] different
ways, by hanging, pressing or treating with
various drying agents.

If you would like to dry your own bouquet, cut
ihe blossoms when their color is at its peak.
Remover the leaves, then try one of the
following methods:

Hanging

Air-drying or hanging is the easiest and best
method for preserving many flowers. As a

general rule, flowers need only to have the
leaves removed and to be hung upside
down in & warm, dry, dark place until the

moisture content is
closet, or pantry is a
flowers for drying.

evaporated. An attic,
good place to hang

Pressing

Pressing is easy and quick, though the
contour is iost and flowers are flat. For
pressing use un-glazed paper, such as
newsprint or an old telephone book. Place
the flowers so that they do not overlap
between several thick-nesses of the paper.
Weight down with a heavy object. The
time required for drying can be anywhere
from two to four weeks.

Drying Agents

Flowers can be dried by burying them in
materials such as sand and borax or corn
meai or borax. These materials are
successful for certain flowers, but
undependable for others. '
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MG PHONE DUTY
IN SEPT/OCT:

Mondays: David Mason,
Bill Mc Donald, Margaret
Mason and Mary Wiseman

Tuesdays: Derrith Wieman, Joyce Covington
and Carol Lehmkuhl

Wednesdays: Brenda Swartz-Ermel, Sandy
Toews, Kent Wilson, Mark Froelich, and
Clyde Cannon

Thursdays: R.C. Lytle, Chris Faught, and Ann
McNamara

Fridays: Jose Ramfrez, Russell M. Jeffords,
Jim Porter and Martha Little

CYLINDER GARDENING

Glen Graves anticipates that 5000 children will
participate in the Cylinder Gardening project
this year, from a total of 64 schools.

Many of them will also compete in a fall
poster contest which is underway.

He has 18 volunteers who will make 3-4 visits
to each school, helping them choose the proper
sites for planting and then helping them with
the planting and returning as needed for the
successful completion of their projects.

Kathy Huber of The Houston Chronicle will
feature the Cylinder Gardening Program in the
Saturday gardening column.

GET YOUR DUES IN

Tom Robb, Membership Chairman, has
written letters to those previous members who
have not yet paid their back dues.

WE WILL MISS...

our Recording Secretary,
Meg Guldner, who is
moving to Singapore.

© She kept the minutes for
. the board meetings and
< will be sorely missed.

IT’S A NEW BABY FOR...

Parliamentarian and Master Gardener State
Representative to Harris County, Shelby Touchy.
Her new son, William Henry Touchy was born
in September. His birth was eagerly anticipated
by his three sisters who are looking forward to
cuddling their new baby doll.

WELCOME TO...

Patricia Rode, who has graciously volunteered to
be the new Publicity Chairperson.

Kevin Topek, who is now on staff at the Harris
County Extension Service and is working two
days a week in the orchard.

FALL TOUR

On October 23, the Master Gardeners visited
The Moody Gardens Rain Forrest in Galveston.
In addition to the usual tour of the glass pyramid
Garden, the staff Horticulturists provided a
special slide presentation and tour of the
Production Greenhouses. This was a special
treat as they are not normally open to the public.

Approximately 30 to 35 Master Gardeners
attended. Bus transportation left from the
Extension Office and refreshments in the form of
coffee and herbal treats were served. An
absolutely wonderful time was had by all!
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