WINTER COLOR

We’re lucky here in Houston
that we can have beautiful
floral displays in our gardens
all year long. We can achieve
this in several ways. The
flowers that bloom in our
yards this time in the year are
usually cool season annuals
such as: alyssym, calandulas,
carnations, daisies, delphinium, | -
ornamental kale, pansies, pinks, snapdragons, and ‘:-'::Speak’er:“Dr.
violas.

Most winter annuals like a southern exposure ora |- ?ﬁqte_.; November
sunny spot eisewhere in the garden. They require a ’
rich soil with a high content of organic matter. They
should also be mulched. If you have some warning
that freezing conditions are predicted, it is a good
idea to water deeply 24 hours before the frecze.
Consider covering the plants with row cover or with
old sheets or blankets (if the plant can support them).

Before bedding the new plants, remove any diseased
plant materials and work the beds well incorporating
organic materials into the soil. Some references
suggest that you fertilize every six weeks with a high phosphorus fertilizer to help keep the blooming
plants -- blooming, however most Houston’s soils are already high in phosphorous.

November is a good time to plant the following bulbs: amaryllis, anemone, calla, crocus, hyacinths, iris,
narcissus, ranunculus. Tulips can be planted in late December or in January. The should be refrigerated
for a time before planting. Make sure you don’t put them in the fruit or vegetable section of the
refrigerator, because of gases that fruit give off may damage the bulbs.

While you are cleaning up your gardens, look for unusual seed heads and cones that you can dry and add
to holiday decorations. Some people pretreat pine cones by freezing them for an hour and picking off
any sap that rises with a tweezer. They then dry the cones in the sun before use. This process prevents
the cones from exuding sap onto your holiday decorations. Leaves such as holly or magnolia can also
be used in holiday decorations.. There are many new ways to preserve them, check at vour local craft
shop. Some people spray dried leaves with gold paint for holiday decor. What ever you do, have a very
happy holiday!!
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