





























NEWS FROM THE SPEAKER’S BUREAU

by Karen Breneman
Thank you to Nancy
Savoie who has been
checking the slide sets,
She is carefully going
through each set
matching the slide to
the script. Several sets
are missing slides!

Please, Please, when.
you rearrange or mix
slides to customize your
presentations, replace
them.. Think about the
person who will follow
you. We are in the
process of finding
replacement slides, but

it is not always easy.
Your corporation will be appreciated by all.

Jan Gisler is not a formal member of the Speaker's
Bureau, but she has been doing a marvelous job of
talking to the youngsters who tour the Children’s
Garden. She not only explains the vegetables and
flowers and helps them plant or pick depending on
the season, but also reads them a Peter Rabbit story.
She has even devised a bingo game to identify objects
in the immediate area. Oune recent tour was scheduled
as a follow-up to a tour a year ago. Thank you fora
great job. You make all of us look better.

Several of our long time members have asked to be
temporarily excluded from tatks due to illnesses in
their families. Our thoughts and good wishes are
extended to all. We will mlssyouandhopeyoumll
be able to rejoin us soon.

Remember to turn in the green cards with your hours,
be sure to include preparation and travel hours. They
are also part of volunteering. Don’t be shy about it, It
takes time to do a good presentation even when you
have done the same one several times,

Keep up the good work!!

<
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BE ALL THAT YOU CAN BE... AS A MASTER
GARDENER VOLUNTEER

by Frances Robeson
Our Master Gardener Association is made up solely of
like-minded volunteers. It is the desire of alt of us to
have a successful and happy experience each time we
work together on a project in our Extension Center
Gardens or at some other place. Surely there are as
yet undreamed of things we can accomplish with our
hard work. With that goal in mind I have spent a lot
of time in thinking of these suggestions to make our
path smoother. These suggestions come from
observations made during more than five years of
working alongside my fellow volunteers:

First, come out every Tuesday that you can. You are
not expected to come every week. 1t is not a lifetime
commitment, but you are wanted every time that you
can be there. Of course if you have taken charge of a
major project, a replacement is needed if you cannot
come, at least a phone call should be made to say that
you cannot be there. “Come early and stay late,” was
a bit of advice that I read on how to make new friends
in an organization. This applies in our organization
too, only our “late” usually means antil lanch time.
And if you come early you may get your first choice of
a place to work, especially if you want to be in the
greenhouse which fills quickly.

The first time out may feel a bit awkward as you open
the greenhouse door or walk up to a group of workers,
You do not know anyone. No one has noticed you.
No one has given you any direction. This is not
always the way it is, but if it is, just quietly join a
group. Say “I am here to help.” Get down on your
knecs and start pulling nut grass; - There is always
plenty of that. No one is going to telt you to go away.
Possibly you will be asked to start ptanting. Be sure to
ask for instructions or observe carefully how it is
being done before beginning.

Secondly, have a good attitude about what you see in
the gardens. Keep in mind that they are maintained
for the most part by gardeners who come only once a
week. There are sure to be dead or half dead plants
and weeds. If you think something needs improving,
do not voice your opinion too soon or too loudly. You
may not know the history of this particular planting; it
may be the brain child and pet project of the person
working next to you. :

(Continued onc p. 12)
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BE ALL THAT YOU CAN BE - Cont. from p.11

Go slowly with ideas for improvement. Do not say,
“That bed is a disgrace, and I am going to re-do it”or
“That plant is ugly and should be replaced.” Your.
ideas are valuable and wanted , but they shouid be
proposed tactfully so as not to cause resentment by
other workers especially if made too soon by
newcomers. It is human nature to defend what has
been done in the past.

Thirdly, The Board of Directors is always willing to
consider new projects. Put together your well thought
out proposal, its purpose in our main objective,
education, and its estimated cost. Ask a board
member to present it for you at the next monthly
meeting or ask the president to put you on the agenda
to propose it in person, and it will be considered.

Lastly, The Harris County Master Gardener
Association has an enormous pool of talent from
which we can draw. There are so many areas of
service open to us already: the Cylinder Garden
Program, Speaker’s Bureau, the Master Gardener
classes, sales, seminars, writing for the Urban Dirt or
helping to get it mailed and the important jobs of
helping with the monthly meetings {now including a
daytime meeting), and our extremely popular
Hamburger Day. So ask and you shall receive. . . a
job. Or maybe you can think of a new one. The
objective is to put everyone to work. The goal is to
increase knowledge. The fringe benefit is to have
fun!

What Daylily Is Popular
In Our Area?

As a service to its members
— arto the general public,
Hemerocattis Socisty
(AHS) conducts a
popularity poll among its members to determine the
favorite daylilies from each region. It is the hope of
the AHS that this Popularity Poll presents a true
picture of daylilies which perform well in a given area
and which are best liked by the membership. .
Popularity polls are important to daylily growers, both
AHS members and nonmembers who make daylily
selections for purchase.

AHS Popularity Poll for 1998
AHS Region 6 composed of New Mexico and Texas.
Members Voting --21.7%

STRAWBERRY CANDY (Stamile 1989) 50 votes
WEDDING BAND (Stamile 1987) 42 votes
WIND FRILLS Tarrant 1978) 38 votes
BARBARA MITCHELL (Pierce 1984) 36 votes
JASON SALTER (Salter, EH. 1987) 34 votes .
PIRATEILS PATCH (Salter 1991) -- 31 votes
TEXAS SUNLIGHT 30 votes

JEDI DOT PIERCE 26 votes

SMOKY MOUNTAIN AUTUMN (Guidry 1986)
235 votes :

PAPER BUTTERFLY 24 votes

ELIZABETH SALTER 24 votes

DARING DILEMMA (Salter 1992) 22 votes
MIDNIGHT MAGIC 22 votes

BRIGHT EYED -- 22 votes: ;
ALWAYS AFTERNOON (Morss 1987) 21 votes
TOUCHED BY MIDAS 19 votes

JOLYENE NICHOLE 19 votes

TRUE PINK BEAUTY 18 votes

DRAGON'S EYE (Salter, E. 1991) -~ 18 votes
IDA'S MAGIC 17 votes - :

BETTY WARREN WOODS 17 votes

SILOAM DOUBLE CLASSIC 16 votes

MING PORCELAIN 16 votes

FAIRLY TALE PINK 15 votes

LAYERS OF GOLD 15 votes




Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens
22306 Aldine-Westfield Rd.
Humble, Texas 77338
281-443-8731

MASTER GARDENER MORNING: WILDFLOWER SEED PLANTING. Saturday, November 6, 8 am. to 2
p.m. spread the seed! And help create a wildflower drive. We will broadcast seed along the roadside and around the
picnic areas on Mercer's West Side. Bring a sack lunch (4 hrs. of field work credit given). Completion of Master
Gardener training is not required to participate.

BOOK SIGNING: JOE AND ANN ORTO LIGGIO WILD ORCHIDS OF TEXAS. Join the Liggios for a
breathtaking presentation on wild orchids of Texas. The authors will highlight the natural histories and beauty of
some of the fifty four orchids of Texas.

YOUTH PROGRAM. BOOK WORMS AND BOTANISTS, Saturday, November 13, 9:00 and 11:00 am. In
The Gardener, by Sarah Stewart, the heroine Lydia Grace Finch grows a garden that brings joy to all who see it.
Join us for the story and design your own flowering masterpiece.. Fee; $5 (scholarships available).

LUNCH BUNCH: ORNAMENTAL GRASSES. Wednesday, November 17, noon to 1 p.m. Bring a sack lunch
and learn how grasses can lend grace and texture to the garden.

ONGOING

THURSDAY MORNING NATURE WALK.

Every Thursday, September-November at 8:00 a.m.. Join staff from the educational deparunent on a walk through
the arboretum. Items of interest include native plants, ecology, insects, and birds. Bring your binoculars. One hour.
Free

DECEMBER
Winter PLANT SALE and Symposium
Saturday, December 4. Sally McQueen Squires will join us to discuss how to force bulbs for winter holiday displays.

LUNCH BUNCH: HOLIDAY CRAFTS: Wednesday, December 15, Noon to 1:00 p.m.. Join us and learn about
the beautiful crafts you can make and decorate with using common items. Call for details. Bring a sack lunch.

YOUTH PROGRAM: BOOK WORMS AND BOTANISTS: The Giving Tree by Allen Say. Create a variety of
paper origami shapes to remind you of Mercer and of this wonderful story of traditions. Fee: $5 (Scholarships
available).

Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens is located at 22306 Aldine-Westfield Road, one mile north of FM 4980. Itis
part of the Harris County Precinct 4 park system. Hartris County Precinct 4 programs serve people of all ages.
regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, national origin or disability. Anyone requiring special
assistance to participate in any program should contact Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens at 281 443-8731.
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HERBSIDE
by Nel Barrier

In case you were wondering what had happened to this column in the last issue, the columnist took a much- needed
vacation. I actually drove around the state looking at colleges with my soon-to-graduate daughter. The summer heat
left both herbs and writer pretty burned out. My “therapy” consisted of trying to grow a couple of plants at home,
which also are in the Asian culinary bed: a Galangal tuber from a Chinese food market and a sprig of water spinach.

The Galangal ginger sprouted right away, much to my joy, but judging from the stand over at the Extension, it was
destined to reach five feet or more. Now where was I gonna put it? Oh well, I could donate it to the Asian Culinary
bed for next year, or sell it at the October 9 plant symposium.

The water spinach, like its parent plant, took off. Wonderful, I thought, another plant that actually thrives in this
awful heat and humidity. Wonderful until I read in the last Urban Dirt that this plant is illegal! To be sure it was
the right plant, I contacted Barbara Ownby, installer of the Asian culinary bed. She checked with Texas Parks and
Wildlife by requesting their brochure on illegal plants, and true enough, the water spinach, Jpomoea aquantica, was
on the list. Suffice it to say the two plants are no longer in the land of the living. Our hope is that any cutting we
gave you will now meet with a similar fate. Since they're delicious, please help yourself Bon apatite!

Another herb garden boo-boo involved the henna. Remember the white- flowering herb that I described last time?
Ours developed yellow blossoms with no fragrance whatsoever! Barbara has no idea how that weed got mixed in
with the others she grew for the garden and the May Plant Symposium sale. The plant I bought and have growing at
home is the real McCoy, with lilac- scented flowers that perfume an entire comer of my garden in the evening,
Unless I get some successful cuttings, that too will become a donation.

Barbara and I aren't the only ones with herb problems. Pat Compton had a plant growing, in her Tex-Mex bed, that
we all thought was Mexican Oregano (Poliomintha longiflora). It looked, tasted and smelled like one, only it was
not woody and brittle. Madalene Hill thought it was some son of savory (Saturgja). Unfortunately, we'll never
know for sure ow because it became a casualty of the summer heat.

Charlie Reass grew some handsome Oriental poppies last year, but he had to yank them out after they finished
blooming. It appears someone had made slits in the developing seed pod, to harvest opium later on when no one
was looking. Luckily I saw seeds for a low-opium Oriental poppy for sale in a catalogue, so if Charlie decides to
have poppies again, our entrepreneurial friend won't get too far!

This fall, Houston's second season of gardening, we've begun making some changes. The Mailbox at the Children's
Garden was such a hit, all the gardens will soon have them. Ours will be maroon with a bee skep painted on it. We
wish we could usc a real skep, but it isn't waterproof enough for the schematics that will be inside.

Our biggest changes are the result of what our herbs are telling us: “This herb garden ain't big enough for the both of
us!” and “if y'all don't mind, I'm a just gonna use these other guys as a trellis” and “Helpl I'm MEL-ting! MEL-~ting!
A-a-a-ah!!” or “I don't LIKE it over there!” “That's why my kids and I are now growing over HERE!"

Therefore, we will have fewer duplicates, invasives and a lower number of species overall. Most herbs elinﬂnaxed
were ones that eliminated themselves. To keep enough variety, we will grow different ones each year rather than
grow them all at once. Overall, the result will be beds that are easier to maintain during the summer, so more folks
will be inclined to come out and tend therm

(Continued on p.15)




HERB GARDEN- Continued from p. 14
One last point- if there is still any confusion about
working in the herb garden, let me be less cutesy and
more direct: The herb garden at Harris County
Extension is available for All Master Gardeners!

Initially, when the thing was being rebuilt and
replanted, the 1997 Herb Specialty Class did most of
the work to accumulate hours for graduation. But that
was quite awhile ago. Most of the class has
graduated, and they are now busy with family
commitments. WE NEED YOU!!

HERB OF THE MONTH: “Marie Pavie” Rose

Growing only two to four feet with clusters of two
inch white blooms, Marie is very well behaved. She
blooms off and on all spring, summer and fall, and is
quite fragrant. Humans can appreciate the fact that
she has few thorns and requires little pruning.

So what's Marie doing in the Western Culinary bed?
Most people don't think of roses in terms of
consumption, but parts of the rose can be caten. In
Marie's case we would only use her petals (Rugosa
roses are famed for their reddish-orange hips, rich in
vitamin C), They can be candied and arranged
decoratively on desserts. Rose petals are a whole lot
smaller and easier to swallow than scented geranium
leaves, lemmie tell you!

News From The Flower Gardens
by Kapila Patel

Some of our flowerbeds are bare right now. It was
late for summer flowers and too early for fall. We
have started scveral different flower seeds in the
greenhouse and hope to plant them soon. We will
have snapdragons, bachelor buttons, petunias,
calendula, nasturtiums, several different poppies, and
some old fashion varieties of flowers.

In the child's garden, we have radishes, carrots,
parsley, dill, lettuce and sugar snap peas. We are-
waiting to harvest baby-boo pumpkins. Hope it will
be soon. The butterfly garden is coming along fine.
We hope to plant dill, parsley, fennel, etc. so we will
have food for caterpillars.

It is so wonderful to see new Master Gardener class
members already coming to help in the gardens. I
hope all of you know that everyone is welcome to join
us every Tuesday. We have so much fun. I have
already made new friends and we get to share our
knowledge. Please join us!
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BEST WISHES TO ALL THE
MASTER GARDENERS - HAVE
A HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAY

SEASON




